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Branch Events in November

Saturday, 1 November: Scottish Branches (SCOTB) Meeting

Tam o’ Shanter, 109 Queensberry St, Dumfries, DG1 1BH; 13:00

Quarterly meeting where business concerning all CAMRA'’s Scottish Branches is discussed.
All of those interested are encouraged to attend.

Monday, 3 November: ARAF Wash-up Meeting

Harbour Bar, 169-173 Templehill, Troon, KA10 6BHTroon; 19:30

This is when we discuss what went well and what could maybe be improved. All are invited,
indeed encouraged to attend. If you are unable to attend but wish to comment on any
issues, please let Matt Miller (festival@ayr.camra.org.uk) know in advance of the meeting.
and he will raise them on your behalf.

Friday, 7 November/Saturday, 8 November: 32nd Alloa Cask Ale & Cider Festival
Alloa Town Hall, Mars Hill, Alloa, FK10 1AB; Friday 13:00, Saturday 12noon
Hosted by CAMRA'’s Forth Valley Branch, this festival features 50-65 real ales and 18
ciders. Full details at https://forthvalley.camra.org.uk/

Friday, 7 November: Branch Social
Alloa Cask Ale & Cider Festival; 13:00
Join up with other like-minded members at this festival.

Monday, 10 November: Branch Committee Meeting

Anchorage or Harbour Bar, Troon; 20:00

Targeted at committee members, but any interested member is more than welcome to
attend.

Saturday, 15 November: Branch New Members’ Social
Number Forty-Seven, 47 Templehill, Troon, KA10 6BQ; 14:00
A social to welcome new members to the branch.
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Tuesday, 18 November: South Ayrshire Social

Portland, 91 Portland Street, Troon, KA10 6QN; 14:00

Targeted at members residing in South Ayrshire, but those from other areas of the branch
will be made equally welcome.

Thursday, 20 November: North Ayrshire Social

Twa Dugs, 71 Main Street, West Kilbride, KA23 9AW; 19:00

Again, targeted at members residing in North Ayrshire, but those from other areas of the
branch will be made equally welcome.

Wednesday, 26 November: East Ayrshire Social

Wheatsheaf Inn, 70 Portland Street, Kilmarnock, KA1 1JG; 19:30

Again, targeted at members residing in East Ayrshire, but those from other areas of the
branch will be made equally welcome.

Saturday, 29 November: South Ayrshire Christmas Lunch
Anchorage, 149 Templehill, Troon, KA10 6BQ; 14:00
See the separate article below for details.

Dates for Your Diary

This is an advance notice of some forthcoming events. Full details will appear in the
relevant A&W CAMRA Calling in advance of each event.

17 Dec North Ayrshire Christmas Social - See separate article below for details.
29 Dec Festive Crawl, Prestwick/Troon

17 Jan East Ayrshire Festive Lunch - See separate article below for details.

3 -4 Apr Larbert Real Ale & Cider Festival (CAMRA), Dobbie Hall, Larbert

Social Area Festive Lunches
These are primarily targeted at members, family and friends residing in the relevant area,
but those from other areas of the branch will be made more than welcome.

South Ayrshire Saturday, 29 November 2025; Anchorage, Troon; 14:00

Bookings, with course choices, to Donald Clark (south-ayrshire@ayr.camra.org.uk), copied
to lan Fairbairn (treasurer@ayr.camra.org.uk), by Saturday, 15 November. Payment is
required at the time of booking. By bank transfer to the branch account sort code 83-26-32,
account number 00154545 or by cheque to lan Fairbairn, 11 Wellpark Grove, Kilmarnock,
KA3 7EB

See the menu below.
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TWO COURSES - £18
THREE COURSES - £21

With complimentary beer or soft drink on arrival

Spiced Carrot & Parsnip Soup
crusty bread

Duck & Pork Pate
with Orange & Cognac Liqueur, Highland oatcakes, salad

Parma Ham & Melon
Honeydew melon. rocket salad

Grilled Goat's Cheese

roasted beetroot & rocket salad with hot honey dressing

Traditional Roast Turkey
pigs in blankets, chef's Ayrshire stuffing, shredded sprouts with smoked bacon,
honey roasted carrots, roast & creamed potatoes

Slow Roasted Silverside of Beef
red wine gravy, Yorkshire pudding, honey roasted carrots & shredded sprouts with smoked bacon

Smoked Salmon & King Prawn Salad
classic marie rose dressing & baby potatoes

Roast Butternut Squash
stuffed with spiced chickpeas with baby potatoes

Trio of Sorbet or Vanilla Ice Cream
chefs’ selection

Classic Christmas Pudding
brandy sauce

Strawberry 'n' Cream Cheesecake
vanilla ice-cream

North Ayrshire, Wednesday, 17 December 2025; Twa Dugs, West Kilbride; 13:00
Two-course meal and a couple of pints of Ale. Cost to be confirmed, but around £30.
Bookings to lan Middleditch north-ayrshire@ayr.camra.org.uk

East Ayrshire, Saturday, 17 January 2026; Weston Tavern, Kilmaurs; 14:00

3-course meal for £25.95 or 2 courses for £22.95. Bookings, with course choices, to Alex
Burt east-ayrshire@ayr.camra.org.uk by Sunday, 28 December. Menu can be found at
https://westontavern.co.uk/downloads/WestonXmas2025.pdf. Payment will be taken on the
day.
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Pub of the Year (POTY)

Each social area selects a POTY for 2025. These are selected by members’ votes.
Members may vote for pubs in any area of the branch, but whether an Area Social
Coordinator takes account of votes from members residing outside his area is entirely at his
discretion. Votes for pubs in each area should be sent to the following by 31 December
2025.

North Ayrshire: lan Middleditch north-ayrshire@ayr.camra.org.uk

South Ayrshire: Donald Clark south-ayrshire@ayr.camra.org.uk

East Ayrshire: Alex Burt east-ayrshire@ayr.camra.org.uk

Wigtownshire: Lindsay Grant branchchair@ayr.camra.org.uk (unless a Wigtownshire
member volunteers to do it!)

You may also volunteer to be, or suggest, a judge for the next round of the competition,
where judges assess the four winning pubs by 8 March 2026, for the overall Branch POTY
2026. This pub will then progress to be considered for the Scottish POTY 2026.

Ayrshire Real Ale Festival (ARAF)

Coinciding with Storm Amy, numbers attending this year’s festival were significantly less
than in 2024. Following on from the Wash-up Meeting on 3 November, full details will be in
December’'s A&W CAMRA Calling.

Champion Beer of Britain (CBOB) Nominations
Online voting for beers to be included in CBOB heats in 2026 started on Monday,
1 September and runs until Friday, 31 October at https://cbob.camra.org.uk/

So far, 68 of you have voted, with a further 12 having accessed the site but have yet to
confirm their vote. Last year, 81 of you participated, so those who have yet to vote are
encouraged to do so before the deadline.

Full Pints Copy

The copy deadline for the winter edition of our award-winning magazine is 14 November.
Our editor, Stuart McMahon, is always on the lookout for fresh articles.

Send to fullpints@ayr.camra.org.uk

Full Pints Advertising

The viability of our multi-award-winning magazine, Full Pints, is dependent on advertising
income covering production and distribution costs. To this end, we are always on the
lookout for new advertisers. If you are aware of any business, doesn’t have to be real ale
related, who might like to advertise in our magazine, please supply details to our
Advertising Manager, Janis Wood,

advertising@ayr.camra.org.uk



mailto:north-ayrshire@ayr.camra.org.uk
mailto:south-ayrshire@ayr.camra.org.uk
mailto:east-ayrshire@ayr.camra.org.uk
mailto:branchchair@ayr.camra.org.uk
https://cbob.camra.org.uk/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A%26W+CAMRA+Calling+November+2025
mailto:fullpints@ayr.camra.org.uk
mailto:advertising@ayr.camra.org.uk

Branch Code of Conduct
This applies to all events.

Our wish is for everyone to enjoy themselves and have fun on our trips and events.
However, please remember that organisers have only volunteered to arrange times and/or
travel arrangements and to provide information about the venue(s). CAMRA promotes
responsible drinking, and so excessive drinking will not be tolerated on CAMRA outings.
Members should not behave in any manner that may bring the Campaign into disrepute.
Any member doing so may be barred from future events. You are responsible for your own
safety and well-being. If you have an existing medical condition that requires support, you
must bring your own backup/carer with you.



